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Fighting them on the 
beaches 
In May it must have come as something of 
a surprise to learn that TriQuint 
Semiconductor had pulled off another 
major coup in Europe. Just a few weeks 
after securing a supply deal with Philips 
Semiconductors, Infineon Technologies is 
transferring its GaAs device business to 
TriQuint as part of a plan to establish a 
European ‘beach-head’ design centre for 
TriQuint. The deal reflects its interests in 
Europe and the importance of GSM in its 
strategic planning. It is, however, some- 
what sad that Infineon’s GaAs grand plan 
has come to this. Begun by Siemens near- 
ly a quarter of a century ago, the Munich- 
based team has a great many technical 
achievements to its name including some 
of the first MMIC products and highest 
performance records. 
lnfineon is marshalling and re-directing its 
semiconductor manufacturing resources 
and these seem to be more about silicon 
than GaAs. We understand that the 
lnfineon GaAs fab will close and revert to 
silicon (as it was originally before it 
became one of the world’s first 6-inch 
GaAs fabs).The timing of the TriQuint deal 
was obviously good for both companies. 
Basically, the lnfineon deal could be 
described as a ‘European Beach-head’ 
because of its intention to set up the 
European Design Centre. 
GaAs devices are still important for 
Infineon’s systems products - not just 
GSM handsets, although this is a lynchpin 
of the deal, but also in aerospace and 
automotive. Rather than make the devices 
in its own fab it is choosing to turn to one 
of the world’s leading merchant foundries 
to meet its needs. While the new arrange- 
ment with lnfineon has no connection with 
that of Philips which is an entirely sepa- 
rate deal, there may well be other similar 
deals in the pipeline as TriQuint expands 
its plans to become the preferred supplier 
worldwide. 
Short-term, the deal involves design-relat- 
ed developments for the handset market, 
particularly for GSM. Longer-term it is 
going to form the TriQuint Semiconductor 
Design Center in Europe, with GSM a key 
part of the plan. 
In the same week, lnfineon said it is to 
supply backbone technology to 
eAnywhere Tech Inc., for production of 
over lrn GSM handsets for China. One of 
every two GSM handsets contain lnfineon 
parts, it claimsThe contract with Philips 
Semiconductors was what might be 
termed the first step and lnfineon the sec- 
ond. TriQuint intends to set up a design 
centre for GSM power amplifiers for specif- 
ic customers in Europe. The company 
wants to build on its already good rela- 
tionships with European clients and the 
‘beach-head’ will offer reassurance to 
prospective new customers that it is a 
more ‘local’ player aiming to working more 
closely with them. 
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